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Kennesaw State students excavate Civil War battlefield 
by Christina Hogan This article appeared in the Kennesaw State University News 
One of the country’s best preserved Civil War battlefields, Pickett’s Mill, had never been excavated 
until Kennesaw State University students and faculty took on the project about two weeks ago. This 
summer, 33 students, led by two faculty members, are gaining in-the-field experience and credit 
hours while learning the skills of excavation, shovel survey and metal detecting at the Paulding 
County state historic site. The class has met four times, and so far, the students have found 110 
items, such as miniballs, horseshoes, buttons, an iron, a pocket knife and pieces of pottery and 
glass. In addition to the battlefield, the class is excavating the nearby farmhouse, its well, root cellar 
and garbage dump sites. According to professor Terry Powis, who is heading the class, 
approximately 250 soldiers are unaccounted for, so it’s likely they’ll discover some human remains, 
as well. ‘‘It’s been quite successful so far,’’ Powis said. ‘‘We’ve achieved what we expected to find. 
And the students are very enthusiastic. They see the point of notetaking and record keeping.’’ This 
unique class began when Powis, who has 20 years of field experience, contacted the state 
archaeology office about conducting a field school at Pickett’s Mill. He said the state had 
been trying to find someone to excavate the site for ten years with no luck, so they eagerly 
accepted his offer, granting Powis a sole one-year permit. ‘‘This benefits the state, as well,’’ Powis 
said. ‘‘Our findings will impact what they do at the park.’’ In addition, the items will eventually be on 
display at the state park -- after Powis and his students analyze all their findings in their new lab, 
scheduled to open this fall in the new Social Sciences Building on KSU’s campus. �
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